THE FIRST JAGIELLO
ing at Luck (1429), the bitter opposition of the Polish
nobility and the death of Witold himself caused its failure.
Notwithstanding the harshness of the picture the his-
torian ^Eneas Sylvius has left us of this Lithuanian prince,
Witold seems honestly worthy of the title " Great," as
warrior and as statesman. From the darkness which
obscures the more personal and intimate side of his life
no particular instance is evident of the cruelty ascribed
to him; though he certainly did not shrink from acts of
treachery when the occasion arose. For his period he
appears to have been a fairly accomplished linguist,
speaking not only Lithuanian, Russian, and German,
but probably also Polish and Latin.
Witold was succeeded by Swidrigiello, who also
attempted, with the support of the Emperor Sigismund
and the Hospodar of Moldavia, to free the Grand Duchy
of dependence upon Poland, His ambitions ended un-
fortunately for him, however, for in 1432 he was de-
prived of his lands and dignity and replaced by Sigis-
mund, the brother of Witold. The disaffection among
the Ruthenian population of Lithuania was subsequently
overcome by the Act of Grodno, which placed the
Ruthenian and the Polish nobility on an equal footing
and recognized the equal rights and liberties of Polish
or Lithuanian Catholics and Orthodox Ruthenians. A
later treaty, signed at Troki not long before the death of
Jagiello, further defined the power and position of the
Grand Dukes of Lithuania, who were to hold their tide
by the consent and at the pleasure of the Kings of Poland
and to renounce all claim to the provinces of Volhynia
and Podolia. The Teutonic Knights made only one
more attempt at the detachment of Lithuania from
Poland, and after suffering defeat at tie battle of Wil-
komierz, pledged themselves, in an agreement signed at
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